WORK   IN   MOSUL
drawing water from the well and pouring it into the
perforated tub, being told that he may leave off when
he has filled the tub. If he refuses to work, he is
unmercifully beaten. Several cures are said to have
resulted from this treatment.
There is nothing so potent as the in-patient work
of a hospital in overcoming opposition. Amongst
our numerous " cataract" patients was an Arab from
Singar (a mountainous district near Mosul). He
came armed with a perfectly unnecessary introduc-
tion, in the shape of a letter from one of the chief
Mohammedans in the city. After he had regained
his sight and had left the hospital, ere returning to
his mountain home he went to this " big" Moslem
to thank him. He found himself the centre of a
large and curious throng, who questioned him severely
upon his experiences in the " Christian" hospital.
Some of the more fanatical (it was in the early days
of the Mission) did not scruple to speak against the
hospital and the English hakim; but, like the man
in St. John's Gospel, this Arab was not afraid to
testify of what had been done for him, " for," said he,
" you can say what you like—one thing I know,
before I was blind, now I can see."
But enough—I fear to tire my readers; but ere
closing I would like just to refer to the possible
future of Mesopotamia. One thing is certain, a
few years more will exhibit great changes. I have
already referred to the Baghdad Railway. As I
write it is rumoured that the German Government
have at last obtained a further concession from the
Sultan of Turkey, which will allow them to continue
the line another five h^adred miles, piercing Mount
"

